


Global Dystopia Sound Art Biennial 2026 
Exhibitions | Performances | Workshops | Symposium 
26 September – 17 October 2026 
https://www.dystopia.berlin 
 
Exhibitions: 
HAUNT: 26 September to 11 October | Wed–Sun, 14:00–19:00 
Flutgraben e.V.: 2 to 17 October | Wed–Sun, 14:00–19:00 
Berlin Museum of Medical History (bmm): 29 September to 11 October | Tue/Thu/Fri, 
10:00–17:00 and Wed/Sat, 10:00–19:00 
Instagram Re-Posted: from 1 September


Performances: 
HAUNT: 26 September | 18:00, 19:00, 20:00 
Berlin Museum of Medical History (bmm): 10 October | 19:00 
Flutgraben e.V.: 2 and 17 October | 20:00 
Deep See @ Cafe Babette: 8 October | 20:00


Student Exhibition (in cooperation with Berlin University of the Arts – Sound Studies) 
Floating Berlin: 25 September to 4 October | Thu–Sun, 16:00–20:00


Symposium: 
Flutgraben e.V.: 2–3 October, 9–10 October and 16–17 October | 15:00–18:00


Workshops / Guided Tours 
HAUNT: 1 October | 8 October 
Flutgraben e.V.: 3 October 
Public Space: 4 October 
Registration: rsvp@dystopia.berlin


Admission to exhibitions: Donation (except at the Museum of Medical History: €10)


Global Dystopia – under this title, the fourth Dystopia Sound Art Biennial, taking place from 26 
September to 17 October 2026, brings together more than 40 international artists with sound 
installations, performances, talks, and workshops at five venues across Berlin, in public space, and on 
Instagram. The biennial opens on 26 September at HAUNT/frontviews.


This year’s edition gathers sound art perspectives from different regions of the world: Global Dystopia 
invites audiences to experience dystopias as spaces of encounter between memory and the future, 
between loss and resistance, and between ecological crises, political conflicts, and speculative visions of 
the future.


Field recording archives enter into dialogue with research into oral traditions; sounding fungi encounter 
contemporary sound system practices; the fatigue of a city drifting along the Spree meets Berlin’s hidden 
underground.


Global Dystopia understands listening as a political, ecological, and social practice. The works on display 
attend to the entanglements of global power relations – past, present, and future – and open up 
perspectives on more-than-human relationships, the environment as an acoustic space of experience, and 
the material conditions of listening.


What forms of knowledge become accessible through sound? How can suppressed histories, marginalized 
perspectives, or ecological processes be made audible? What role can listening play in confronting climate 
change, extractivism, colonial continuities, or collective trauma?


https://www.dystopia.berlin
https://www.hauntberlin.de/about/
https://flutgraben.org/
https://bmm-charite.de/
https://www.instagram.com/dystopiabiennial?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.hauntberlin.de/about/
https://bmm-charite.de/
https://flutgraben.org/
https://cafebabette.de/art-events/deep-see-2-22/
https://floating-berlin.org/
https://flutgraben.org/
https://www.hauntberlin.de/about/
https://flutgraben.org/
mailto:rsvp@dystopia.berlin


Exhibitions / Artists-in-Residence


The artistic works presented at the biennial’s various venues engage with these questions in diverse ways. 
At HAUNT, Artists-in-Residence Txulunh Gakran and João Voia invite audiences to immerse themselves 
in the cosmological listening practices of the Laklãnõ-Xokleng people of Santa Catarina, Brazil.


Club Real’s project Organisms Democracy develops models of political participation that take into account 
a wide range of forms of life – from plants and animals to bacteria and viruses. With Cosmic Sense of Life, 
Brandon LaBelle develops a poetic ecology of vitality as a multimedia installation.


At the Berlin Museum of Medical History at Charité, Kirstin Burckhardt connects the history of a harp 
with the dark paths of German medical history and her own family history.


In the multi-purpose hall of Flutgraben e.V., Charly Nijensohn and scientists from Argentina’s National 
Scientific and Technical Research Council CONICET create, with Life Finds Its Way, an inhabitable refuge 
for different species in the vastness of the Argentine steppe.


Performance Programme


Inspired by the idea of spiral-shaped time, the performance programme at Flutgraben and Deep See 
(Café Babette) brings together live acts whose themes interweave the body, memory, sound, and the 
production of knowledge.


Among others, Vica Pacheco, together with guests, will bring Whistling Vessels – whistling ceramic vessels 
dating from the pre-Hispanic era in the Americas – to life through movement and sound in the beer boiler 
room of Café Babette.


Symposium


From 2 to 17 October, an international symposium will expand the programme in the project space of 
Flutgraben e.V. The talks, presentations, and participatory formats by around fifteen artists, curators, 
and scholars will explore the biennial’s themes from interdisciplinary perspectives and create space for 
critical reflection and further thought.


Among other contributions, Artist-in-Residence Sione Faletau will offer an insight into the Tongan 
concept of Ongo, which encompasses sound, perception, and embodied emotions.


Photo: At the Bridge, video still, Molasses Industries (Will Mullany) © 2021



Artists


Yasmeen Al-Qaisi, Kirstin Burckhardt, Lisa W. Carlson, Organisms Democracy, Txulunh Gakran / João Voia, 
Impulsive Habitat, Patricia Hegglin, Gary Hill, Molasses Industries, Brandon LaBelle, Mischa Leinkauf, 
Charly Nijensohn, Ben Nurgenc, Ether O, Tintin Patrone, David Stalling, Staffan Westerlund, Georg Werner, 
and others.


Programme and Information: 
www.dystopia.berlin


Artistic Director: 
Mario Asef


Curatorial Advisory Board: 
Janine Eisenächer, Laura Mello, Brandon LaBelle, Julia Gerlach


Student Programme: 
Georg Klein, Sound Studies and Sonic Arts, UdK Berlin


Venues: 
HAUNT/Frontviews 
Flutgraben e.V. 
Berlin Museum of Medical History 
Floating Berlin 
Deep See @ Café Babette 
Public Space


Organiser: 
Errant Sound e.V. 
Rungestr. 20 
10179 Berlin 
www.errantsound.net


Contact: 
pr@dystopia.berlin


Media Partners: 
Deutschlandfunk Kultur 
mf – Magazine for Independent Music Theatre 
Savvyzaar – Radio programme by Savvy Contemporary 
Klang 030 – Reboot FM


Funded by the Berlin Senate Department for Culture and Europe

http://www.dystopia.berlin/
http://www.errantsound.net/
mailto:pr@dystopia.berlin

